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Community Feast to Celebrate Youth Program Graduates and also Honor Lifetime Achievements of Founding Director.
Dream of Wild Health farm’s youth programs finish this week and the farm honors the work of Sally Auger, founder and Executive Director of Peta Wakan Tipi and Dream of Wild Health. 
Hugo, Minn. –  Dream of Wild Health, an organic farm specializing in American Indian agriculture and education programs for the urban Native community, will be announcing Executive Director Sally Auger’s retirement at the Community Feast on Saturday, August 27, 2011. Sally Auger founded Peta Wakan Tipi (“Sacred Fire Lodge” in Lakota) in 1986 with her late husband, John Eichhorn, to provide culturally based transitional housing for Native people in recovery. In 1993, they opened a second house, Mother Earth Lodge, for Native women. Sally has dedicated her life to promoting the social, economic, physical and cultural health of American Indian people through Peta Wakan Tipi and though her extensive community involvement. As part of Peta Wakan Tipi, Sally and John started the Dream of Wild Health farm program in 1998 to provide a place where Native people could reconnect with traditional foods and medicines, as well as rebuild their relationship with the land. In 2000, Potawatomi Seedkeeper, Cora Baker, donated her lifetime collection of rare, indigenous seeds to the farm. 
Each summer, Dream of Wild Health farm provides educational programs for Native youth that teach organic farming, healthy cooking and nutrition, archery, culture, and job skills. Teens, ages 13 to 18, apply each spring to join the month-long Garden Warriors program, earning a stipend for their work at the farm. The Cora’s Kids program provides age appropriate lessons for Native youth, ages 8-12. These programs are free for Native youth, many of whom come from inner-city neighborhoods in Minneapolis and St. Paul. Thanks to the Sally Auger’s vision years earlier, these youth are encouraged to excel by developing the self-confidence and skills that will help them succeed in school and as adults. 

At the Community Feast on Saturday, August 27, 2011, each Garden Warrior will receive a Certificate of Completion as well as a gift of school supplies. Following the graduation, the community will honor Sally Auger’s life work with gifts, a brief video documentary created by the Garden Warriors, and the sharing of stories. Sally has been preparing for this transition for several years, ensuring that the organization’s work will continue. Operations Director and master gardener, Diane Wilson, will succeed Sally as the new Executive Director. 
###
About DWH

Dream of Wild Health is a 10-acre organic farm located in Hugo, Minnesota. The mission of Dream of Wild Health is to promote health in the Native community by expanding knowledge of and access to healthy indigenous foods and medicines. www.dreamofwildhealth.org   Twitter @dreamwildhealth   Find on Facebook!
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